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THE SENATE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 2017 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO JUDGES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF' THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. Section 571-8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (a) to read as follows: 

establish in each of the judicial circuits of the State a 

district family court with the powers and under the conditions 

herein set forth which shall be styled as follows: 

(1) For the first judicial circuit: The district family 

court of the first circuit. 

(2) For the second judicial circuit: The district family 

court of the second circuit. 

(3) For the third judicial circuit: The district family 

court of the third circuit. 

(4) For the fifth judicial circuit: The district family 

court of the fifth circuit.11 

SECTION 2. Section 603-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 
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11$3603-3 F i r s t  c i r c u i t  court  judges. [Eff.ecltiT:e 2dly 1, 

? t  ,k] The circuit court of the first circuit shall consist - 

of twenty-five judges, [&- shzll be styled 2s first, scb- 

third, fourth, fifth, sixth, s c W b ,  ci.*th, ninth, tenth, 

clcYcnth , t zc l  f t . k  , thirteenth , fourteenth , f1ftcenth , s 1xtccnth , 

h v n n  
L ,  L L U  e l y . ]  each of whom shall be styled as a judge of 

the circuit court of the first circuit.lI 

SECTION 3. Section 603-4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 

11$3603-4 O t h e r  circuits;  judges. The circuit court of the 

fifth circuit shall consist of two judges, [&- 

as first 2 ~ d  s e e x d  zudr;c, znd] each of whom shall be styled as 

a judge of the circuit court of the fifth circuit. The circuit 

court of the second circuit shall consist of four judges, [ w h e  

each of whom shall be styled as a judge of the circuit court of 

the second circuit. The circuit court of the third circuit 

shall consist of four judges, [&he shzll be styled 2s first, 
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A t h 4 - A  - -A Fn..-tk 4 ~ 7 A - n  ~ n d  
LIIILU, uIlu LVU-LLII JUUYLr ul.l I each of whom shall be 

styled as a judge of the circuit court of the third circuit.Il 

SECTION 4. Section 604-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (b) to read as follows: 

"[f] (b) [+] There shall be appointed one or more district 

judges for each judicial circuit. The district court of the 

first circuit shall consist of fourteen judges[+= c k 1 1  hc 

nntk 
L I L L I 1 ,  

F h ~ y l .  One of the district judges 

shall hear landlord-tenant and small claims - provided 

that when in the discretion of the chief justice of the supreme 

court the urgency or volume of cases so requires, the chief 

justice may authorize the judge to substitute for or act in 

addition to or otherwise in place of any other district judge of 

the district court of the first circuit. The district court of 

the second circuit shall consist of [#wee] four judges[- 

~ - y ] .  The district court of the third circuit shall 

consist of three judges[+= z k l l  be styled zc  firct, c c L ~  
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1 circuit shall consist of two judges [ w w  

F : v r * t  m n m w d  <?qa-n v n m - n m + 4 ~ ~  2 l L l U L  UllU ULL 1u J u u y L ,  LLLJ)/LLLI" 1 .  The chief justice may 

3 designate a judge in each circuit as the administrative judge 

4 for the circuit." 

5 SECTION 5 .  Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

6 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

7 SECTION 6. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

8 

2017-1361 SB276 SD1 SMA.doc 4 

llllllllllll II I1 1//111ll111111 lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllllll Alllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll llllll Ill lllll 



276 S.B. NO. s . D . ~  

R e p o r t  T i t l e :  
Courts; Judges; Circuit Court; District Court; Family Court 

D e s c r i p t i o n  : 
Increases the number of judges of the district court of the 
second circuit from three to four judges. Makes housekeeping 
amendments to laws relating to the composition of judges of the 
circuit courts, district courts, and family courts. (SD1) 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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